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Read through passage.

Read through passage several times aloud.

Understand the context of the passage. (By reading the whole chapter, getting a sense of
where the passage falls within the book. What comes before? What follows?)

Make sense of the passage for yourself.

What do you think is the overall point, or the most important point to impart from the
passage? :
What does the passage mean to you?

What is the general feeling or mood of the passage? Joyful? Anxious? Sorrowful?
Instructional? Compassionate? Angry?

Play with adopting the point of view of the speaker (or writer). (6 - 8 makes all the
difference in engaging your listener)

Mark the piece, or scoring.

/ = stress [ ]= transitions

»= faster e, = phrasing
5= slower // = breath
= pitch or inflect upward ¢ = catch breath
= pitch or inflect downward () =pause
= non-inflection <= get louder in volume

> = get softer in volume

Connect with the audience. Even though they may be looking down and following
along, your energy will go up and out into the space., instead of down into the
book/lectern.

Take your time. The church is a very live acoustical space, and so you have to wait
for the “echo” to catch up before you move on.

Make sure you breathe. Take that moment at the lectern to plant yourself and
inhale/exhale. That moment not only prepares you, but prepares the listener. Use the
introduction of the text as a way to test volume and distance from the microphone.






