As Solomon prays
for wisdom, we
seek to more
deeply knowthe
treasures of faith.
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Jesus offers
everyday images
that reveal to us
the reign of God:
a tree that
becomes a
sheltering home,
yeast that
penetrates and
expands, a
treasured pearl, a
net that gains a
great catch. Even
as we seek the
chSa 27F
reign, the great
surprise is that
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us first!
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Ebenezer

Lutheran Church

Season of the

Church

July 26, 220
The 8" Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition,
and people new to this faith. Welcome to friends new and old.
Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression; every
socioeconomic and marital status, political conviction, ability and
challenge. Welcome to believers and questioners,
and questioning believers. Welcome.

Ebenezer Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in ChristCongregation.
You are welcome here.
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This worship booklet is digital! Zoom in for larger print .

Pleaseuse phones and other devicesfrequently, to offer and receive
encouragement..

Remember to wash your hands and clean surfaces frequently.

Postures are a way in which we engage the body in worship. These
movements (sitting, standing, making the sign of the cross) are
optional; but can still be practiced at home!

Children are always welcome in worship at Ebenezer. If there are
children in your house, invite them to worship with you
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1650 W. Foster Ave. Chicago IL 6064 asi=s
(773) 5618496 + ebenezerchurch.org Y%

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
God's work. Our hands.



Gathering

Consider lighting a candle, or putting a cross in your field of vision.
Throughout thditurgy, you may sit, stand, or kneel as you wish
Words of Welcome

Prelude Samba de Verady Marcos Valle
Chris Sebold, guitar

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.

Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through # Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtain ed grace upon grace.

Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint,
because God’'s | ove has hewghtheHolySpeitd i

Amen.
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Gathering Hymn God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
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1 God, who stretched the span - gled heav - ens in - fi - nite in time and place,

2 We have ven -tured worlds un - dreamed of since the child-hood of our race:
3 As each far ho -1 - zon beck - ons, may it chal-lenge us a - new:
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flung the suns in burn-ing ra - diance through the si-lent fields of space:
known the ec-sta-sy of wing-ing  through un - trav-cled realms of space;

chil - dren of cre - a - tive pur - pose, serv - ing oth-ers, hon-’ring you.
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we, your chil - dren in your like-ness, share in-ven - tive pow’rs with you;
probed the se - crets of the at - om, yield-ing un-1 - mag - ined pow'r,
May our dreams prove rich with prom-ise; each en-deav-or well be - gun;
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great Cre - a - tor, still cre - at - ing, showus what we yet may do.

fac - ing wus with life’s de - struc-tion or our most tri - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a-tor, give us  guid - ance till our goals and yours are one.
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Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927
Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Walker, Soutfiern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights resetved. Used by permission.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.



Word

The FirsReading First Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomoninadreambyni ght ; and God s:
should giAned Yol omon said, “You have shown
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you h ave kept for him this great and
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a
little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of
the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous theycannot be
numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for wh o can govern this your great
peopl e?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.God sai d to him, “I
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, | now do
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you and no one | i ke you s

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Parable of th#lustard SeedUnknown artist; Kassel, Germany, 2000.



Psalm119:129136
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When your word is  o-pened, it gives light and un-der-stand-ing.
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129Your de- 1 crees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with 1 all my heart.
130When your word is opened it 1 gives me light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.
1311 open my | mouth and pant
because I long for | your commandments.
132Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who | love your name. R

1330rder my footsteps | in your word,
let no iniquity have dominion | over me.
134Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and I will keep | your commandments.
135Let your face shine up- 1 on vour servant
and teach | me your statutes.
136My eves shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep vour teaching. R

TheSecondReading Romans8:26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against usHe
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else?Wh o wi | | bring any charge ag:

who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
4



who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or na kedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all d

we are accounted as sheep to be slaught

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither d eath, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel The holy gospel according to Matthew .
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 13:31-33, 4452

Jesugput before the crowdsanother parable:* The ki ngdom of heave
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air

come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingd
tookand mixed in with three measures of flo
“The kingdom of heaven is |ike treasure
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Agai n, t hothe&vennsdiké a merchantin search of fine pearls;on finding

one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is I|ike a

fish of every kind; when it wa s full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out
and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood al |l Ardhes&dtotiemey ans
“Therefore every scribe who has been trai
master of a household who brings out of his treasure whatisnewand what i s

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Silence for reflection follows.
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Hymn of the Day

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
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1 Seek ye first the king - dom of God
2 Ask, and it shall be giv-en un-to you;
3 You shall not live by bread a - lone,
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seek, and you shall find;
but by ev - ery word
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and all these things shall be add-ed un -to you
knock, and the door  shall be o-pened un - to  you.
that pro - ceeds from the mouth of God.
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TEXT: Stanza 1, Karen Lafferty, 1971, alt.; stanzas 2-3, anon.; Spanish trans. anon.; LAFFERTY
Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee Irregular

MUSIC: Karen Lafferty, 1971

Text and Music © 1972 Universal Music — Brentwood Publishing/Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa dba CCCM Music
(admin. Universal Music — Brentwood Benson Publishing)

Affirmation of Faith  Though not an historic creed, newer affirmation of faith help us declare

our faith in new ways. This affirmation cosfeom the community of Grace
Cathedral, San Francisco.

We believe in God the Creator,
by whom every person in heaven and earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God:
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.

Amen.
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Prayer

Prayers of Intercession

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a
woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet
common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our
understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and
researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of
our home. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into
the welcoming shade of your mercifu | reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust

with each other and walk in the way of peace. (Here a particular world struggle may
be named.Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints accordng to
your will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying,
refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick
(especially. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this
congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of
being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your
people in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us
with all your saints in light ( especially. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer You maypray this prayer in these wordsr, in languageclose to your heart.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



Offertory God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
Text by Fred Kaan; music by John EImquist

God, when human bonds are broken from the pain of earlier living;
and we lack the love or skill set us free and grant us peace.
to restore the hope of healing,
give us grace and make us still. Send us, God of new beginnings,
humbly hopeful into life.
Through that stillness, with your Spirit Use us asa means of blessing:
come into our world of stress, make us stronger, give us faith.
for the sake of Christ forgiving
all the failures we confess. Give us faith to be more faithful,
give us hope to be more true,
You in us are bruised and broken: give us love to go on learning:
hear us as we seek release God, encourage and renew!

If you are in Chicago, Ebenezer now offers Holy Communion for outdoor,
socially distanced pick um Sundays any time from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Delivery by a communion minister may also be available.
Visit ebenezerchurch.org for more information.

Hidden TreasureJesus mafa, Cameroon.
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Sending

Benediction

May God bless us and keep us. May God’ s
May God look upon us with favor, # and give us peace.Amen.

Sending Hymn Children of the Heavenly Father
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I Chil - dren of the heav’'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath-er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them, in his might-y arms he bears them.

un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Dismissal Go in peace.Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude Cold Duck Time by Eddie Harris

Chris Sebold, guitar
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Acknowledgments: Liturgical Material reprinted from SundaysandSeasons.cddRSV Biblg ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. onelicense.netA-704767; CCLI 1875300; Augsburg Fortress 13045.
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